
It i s  a $-easure 'io be with you thEs evening. The f i n e  progran 

? .,. ~ s ~ ~ ~ = ~ k d  - ._ ,- today 'by t h e  E a t i o m l  I n s t i t u t e  or' -Allergy and in fec t ious  Diseases 

oZ Z ~ L  h b l l c  Ekzlth Sarvice i n  the  f i e l d  03 microbiology, you a r e  considering 

a l so  pesen-G -cYen?s and t h e  probhbl.3 course o f  Tuture developments i n  bio- 

medical research. ., 
Tine pas t  years of progress, o f  course, have been merely preamble- 

one of t he  grea t  chapters i n  t he  continuing dram, o f  Public Health Service 

h is tory .  

?. zm accustomed t o  l o o l & i ~  back over t h e  20 years dxccing which 1 h;1v,? 

been a legLsiator  c lose ly  associated with - m e  programs of the  Public Health 

Service. "here are many reasons GO be proud o f  the  record t h a t  you, yourselves, 

have establ ished during t h i s  time, and the  record of Congress i n  progressive 

hea l th  l eg i s l a t ion .  Tonight, however, I Join with you i n  payii?g 'iribute t o  

our pioneers of rnicrobiological research on t h i s  75th anniversary o f  t h e  

i"ulnding by Dr, Josegh iiinyoun o f  t h e  Service 's  Laboratory of  Eygiene i n  1887 

&t Staten is land.  

i n  ai? "olC boy" frame of reference; but 1 am a f ra id  your being here today 

The n a x s  o f  some of you have been mentioned r a the r  reverent ly  

disq7aalifies you as "ear ly  pioneers ~ ' I  

"??resented Ly Congressman John E ,  Fogarty a t  t h e  Dinner, 75th Anniversary o f  
PHS research i n  microbiology, held a t  Raval Officers Club, Eat ional  Naval 
Nedical Center, Xoveaber 2 g J  1962, Bethesda, Ykiryland, 



- 2 -  

\hcs I f i r s t  becage a i;le:~'oer of ti?? House Subcamnittee concerned 

L~L:?~ appopr i z t ions  f o r  the D3psrtment of BciLth, Education and Welfare 

1- 7,  ~ .. - 
b....-b~ 20 yzars ago, we were concerned. rminly with the  cont ro l  o f  in fec t lous  

tzn2 corm~~~ic=t7sle diseases.  Tile viruses which so occupy your a t t en t ion  

zoL~ay were obscure alcrobes; buz ex leas% it was g e n e r a l y  admitted t h a t  they 

exis ted.  

I n  cont ras t ,  L understand t h a t  i n  D r .  f i n y o - ~ n . ~ ~  tjme people had not 
w 

c p 2 - r "  acce;.pted the  f a c t  t'nat harm%l bacter ia  r e a l l y  exisced. Plagues were 

s t i l i  t'nouglrit t o  eorr~e from vapors r i s i n g  f r - 0 ~  uapleasant sources--and o w  

porz c i t i e s  s t i l l  suffered f r o m  outbreaks o f  importeSt diseases t h a t  k i l l e d  

thcusands. T h l s  i s  an old s to ry  t o  you, T know, but t o  I%. Kinyoun, f i r s t  

wzs a new challenge, 

At t h a t  time, more f a i t h  w a s  placed i n  mustard p l a s t e r s  and other 

hoEe remedies than i n  professional  medical research and disease prevention. 

This negative a t t i t u d e  had been around qui te  a while., A t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  our 

Nation, Congress was occupied with expedient r a the r  than constructive medical 

measures-history records, f o r  exaaple, del iberat ions on whether t o  vote 

twelve do l l a r s  f o r  a woman who had nursed two Revolutionary War so ld ie rs  with 

smallpox i 

Today we s t i l l  have twelve-doUar -thinkers m o n g s t  us, who seein more 

concerned wi-ch the  therapy of damage than with disease prevention. 

Y e t ,  I ax sure t h a t  even i n  Dr. ;Y,inyoun's r e l a t i v e l y  unenlighted time, 

"1- b+LL 3 t y p i c a l  American f igh t ing  s p k - i t  of "millions f o r  d e k n s e  but not one 

cent :or t r ibuze" was only dormant, 

successors--including some of you here today-revealed t h e  microbial  c a ~ s c s  

\/hen these  ea r ly  pioneers alld - ~ k e i r  



01' o-xr inlectlcus disezscs, we began to fisht back Li edraest. Today, Sor 

cmngle, we are trying to replace a 3 billion dollar annual tribute C I X L C G C ~  

of 7 - P  by respiratory diseases with a Xational Vsccine Developinent Prograsn 

But it was a nmber of years before D r .  ICinyoun's efforts and the 

a G i i c ~ . -  achievemenzs in microbiology of The nineteenth century inspired 'the 

Congress of that day to appropriate funds Tor the laboratory. - 
appropriation of $35,000 in 1-901 was to be used--and t'ne wording of the 4-c'; 

T'ne first 

is significant---"for the investigation of infectious and contagious disease, 

and mtters pertaining to public health, I '  -- 
Congress had now given the Service a mandate to concern itself no 

ionger solely with the plight of disabled seama, as the original MaYfne 

Hospizal Service had envisioned. Follo~rling this, as you recall, the Marine 

Bospital Service evolved into the present-day Public Health Service. The 

Laboratory of Hygiene becane tbe present-day Pational Institutes of Healtll, 

and especially y o n  Xational Inszitute of Allergy m d  Infectious Diseases 

and Division of Biologics S'candaras, direct descendents of the o l d  laboratory. 

1 want also to cite here the well-established and productive research 

programs being eonductea by the U, S. Public Wealth Service Eospitals under 

whose aegis the early Laboratory of Bygiene was eszablished. 

The programs of %he USPB Ilospitals form a vital, intrinsic pan o l  

the overall research effort of today's Public Eealth Service. 



Publ3.c health research in Dr.  ilinyoun's time seem to have been a 
. .  xuid of g~r:ilki warfare against the unknown. 

research and education is a vast staging area for advances in public health 

I sense that today med.ictil 

we have not progressed in some respects. Dr.. iGnyoun, examLning the waters 

of the  Potozzc Ever, rqorted that it wzs "contaminated with sewage." 
w 

To 

say that we haven't solved this particular problem yet is perhaps the under 

statement of the century, But the fact that %he Congress in recent years has 

beow to Take broad-scale, definitive action against such problems is a matter 

of pride to me. In wa'zer pollution research and control, for example, there 

has been more than a 700 percent increase in funds available in the past five 

yeE.2-s I 

In broad perspective, though, the benefits to public health of micro- 

hhen Dr. Kinyou first went to biological research have been tremendous. 

work in his laboratory, life expectancy at birth was about 40 years; today it 

is 70 years. 

In a sense, we are now merely reinvesting in medical research the 

c-vidends from past research gains, D r .  Kinyou, zhe bacteriologists he 

zrained for public health work, and their successors 01 contemporary times 

have enabled us to hold the line against age-old plagues. 

forth l r o m  a more secure position to challenge heart disease, cancer, mental 

illness and o?;her chronic illnesses, to explore radiology,  to begLn the 

Xow we venture 

great task of applying new knowledge to cornunity and environmental health, 



- > -  
I am proud o f  t he  r o l e  of  Corgress as  a catzlyst through which public 

on Ap??jropriations f o r  the D e p r b m e n t  03 k b o r  and the Department of Health, 

Educszion, and Welfare, I have parzicipated each year  i n  the  del iberat ions 

coficerning the  l eve l s  of support f o r  OUT na t iona l  medical research e f f o r t .  

The inereasin2 appropriations f o r  t h i s  purpose have undoubtedly stimulated 
d 

not only Public Health Service research but  also the e n t i r e  f i e l d  of biomedical 

research and education throughout t he  country. 

The support provided by Congress i n  response t o  t h e  mandate of  our 

i 3 0,” tC 

provided an jmpetus f o r  the Nation’s medical au tho r i t i e s  t o  forrfiula-ce and 

express t h e i r  goals and t h e i r  problem. The l e g i s l a t o r s  have l i s t ened  t o  

the people, t o  the  physicians, t o  basic s c i e n t i s t s ,  t o  econonists, public 

hea l th  educators, and Republicans too, because these programs--as they should 

be--a_re e s s e n t i a l l y  non-2olit ical  i n  nature.  The milestones of progress mark 

not  only research accomplishments wizh which you a re  faniliar, but a l s o  

l e g i s l a t i v e  accomplishments ii? nourishing medical research. P a  a t t en t ive ,  

responsible and responsive Congress has, year by year, succeeded ii? r a i s ing  

tile annual appropriations i n  support of Public Eeal th  Service research 

a c t i v i t i e s  and r e l a t ed  programs* 

nor witlnout Congress having f i r s t  assured rltself that continued support o f  

the flation’s i n d i c a 1  research programs, with NM as t h e  f o c a l  point,  w a s  

des i ra3 le  and necessary. 

None of  this w a s  achieved without d i f f i c u l t y ,  



In his special health message to Congress last year President 1ieracd.y 

cGlTLWi2'ted that "the he-lth 02 our Eation is a key to its fbture. . .to i t s  

econonic vitality, to the morale and efliciency of its citizens, to our 

of a free society." 

Would not Dr. Kinyoun, prophet though he was, be mazed that more than 

three thousaild scientists a d  other professional workers are now with the 

National Institutes of Health, t h3 t  more thm thb--Ly thousand employees in 
e 

250 occupations are at work tssitli the Public Health Service, and that support 

for Public Health Service activities has passed the billion dollar mark. 

I had thought that this  evening I might pay tribute to our hos t ,  the 

ITatPonal hstitute of Allergy and Xnf'ectious Biseases, by recounting some of 

the research advances of this Institute as reflected in the testimony of recent 

years. 23ut I believe most of you are w e l l  aware of this progress, particularly 

in the field of virus vaccines, and especially against respiratory viruses. 

This is tne Institute which has had the for'citude to challenge the 

unconquerable common co ld  with real expectations of eventually conquering 2%. 

I understand that this wLli not be an easy task and that early optbism because 

of initial successes against respiratory viruses has been replaced wizh quLet 

determination. 

industry and academic research groups and medical research centers such as 

the Children's Bospital research grocp here in Washington bodes well for the 

success of this venture in terns of useTul vacclces. 1 have learned, hovevze, 

Tne partnership with the Public Health Service of pharmaceutical 

'GO e q e c t  scep-by-step disability-sparing and lifesaving gains from medical 

research rzuher  than panaceas and startling breakthoughs . 



?or a.y part, as a meaber of Congress, I intend to challenge you 

-.,c <:,:4:>ild your 1 1 ~ ~ ;  01' :Ldvnilci: flii.?;li~r pci-lzap:, ihm you bcllevc :is Sea:;li)-Lc. 

2;-G I w i l l  do my utmost LO provide the logistical support you need, 

Clo-~ble the nursiber of professional investigators if we are to nieet o m  future 

estimated need for medical research. 

support for medical edmation is scheduled for early consideration by the 

Legislation looking toward increased 
d 

Congress in the coming session. 

I am. cer'cain "Cha-b during the next seventy-five years t'ne productive 

partnership between the Congress and the Pdblic Eealth Seivice will result 

$2 L 

I understand that  you people plan to have a hundredth anniversary 

peopie everywhere. 


